
 

Welcome to 5th grade Social Studies! I'm looking forward to a great year in 5th grade 
and am eager to help each of my students meet and exceed their learning goals. The purpose of this syllabus 
is to inform my students and their parents of the expectations in my class this year.  

Contact Information Please feel free to contact me at any time. The best way to reach me is by emailing 
jessica.devriendt@dvusd.org. If you wish to be included in the weekly email updates that I will send out this 
year, please write your email legibly on the Sonoran Foothills 5th Grade Expectations packet that your child 
received. These email updates will include a news blast of our activities in 5th grade. If you have questions or 
concerns at any time, please email me immediately. I will respond within 24 hours. In addition please refer to 
your child's agenda book. Communication between parents, students, and teachers greatly impacts student 
success!  

Curriculum Deer Valley uses the district adopted curriculum McGraw Hill for social studies. I will keep my 
website updated with helpful links in order for you and your child to review the material covered in class. We 
will also be using Canvas in social studies this year. Students will upload various assignments including 
essays and multimedia projects to Canvas for grading throughout the school year. 

Classroom Rules/Discipline In order for our class to run smoothly, an optimal learning environment must be 
maintained at all times. I ask that all students are respectful, responsible, and safe.  

Be Respectful- Students must respect their classmates' ability to learn. Students should not talk out of turn, 
and should respect all materials in the classroom.  

Be Responsible- Students must be prepared with their materials every day. Specifically, students should 
always bring their agenda, social studies folder, social studies notebook, and a pencil to class. The rest of the 
materials will be stored in the classroom unless your child has homework or otherwise specified by me.  

Be Safe- Students must follow the procedures established in the classroom, on the playground, and in the 
cafeteria.  

Students who do not demonstrate respectful, responsible, or safe behavior will face a consequence. 
Consequences may include an infraction on their behavior card, recess on the wall, parent contact, lunch 
detention, or an office referral depending on the severity of the incident.  

Grading Policy Each quarter, there will be formal tests, quizzes, and homework assignments that will make 
up your child's grades in social studies. The gradebook is weighted as homework/classwork 5%, and 95% for 
all assessments.  Assessments include tests, quizzes, essays, and projects. 

Supplies Your child's supplies for my class will typically be stored in the classroom unless they have to take 
their materials home to study or complete an assignment.  

 



 

● 1 blue folder with prongs to store papers.  
● 1 composition notebook. This notebook will be used to take notes throughout lessons. I will model 

the important information that the students should have in their notebooks and I may allow them to 
use their notes during quizzes depending on the content. The students will know ahead of time if 
their quiz will be open-note. I will also do notebook checks frequently in order to ensure 
organization.  

● 1 textbook. This will be supplied for the students. The textbook is interactive meaning that they can 
write in it!  Topics covered in class include: U.S. geography, native peoples of North America, 
European exploration and colonization of North America, the American Revolution, U.S 
government, westward expansion, and the Civil War.  

Please view the 5th grade supply list for more information! 

I appreciate your help in allowing me to better get to know you and your child.  I am looking forward to an 
amazing year! 

Ms. DeVriendt 

 

 


